The Coming Civilization
Plan, in theory, but when it comes to practice in
their own case they will naturally raise objections.
Someone has to devise, enforce, and carry on the
Plan. The Plan cannot be worked on a system of
private enterprise. A unifying central authority has
virtually to replace the capitalists.
We have seen this policy attempted in the United
States, where the power has been vested in the
President; and we have seen how many obstacles
have been placed in his way by the vested interests
affected, in spite of his dictatorial powers. It is
clear, indeed, that the authority which a National
Plan demands must be a political authority. Some-
one outside the immediate economic circle must
assume the control. The authority can be no less
than a State authority.
In a democratic country it is unlikely that the
Plan would remain the creature of the capitalist
class; for if the authority were political the lower
class would certainly in time come to be represented
in that authority, and that would mean nothing less
than the sharing of the ownership of the tools by
upper and lower class. We should come, then, within
measurable distance of nationalization or a Socialist
State. The distinction between classes would dis-
appear, for class distinction depends radically on
the fact that one class owns, and the other does
not own, the tools.
This process, therefore, would mean the merging
of planned Capitalism into Socialism. There is only
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